What Are The Best Materials To Build A Chicken Coop?

It formulates financial sense to construct a chicken coop yourself than buying pricey ready-made ones. Besides, you still have to be put together for assembly. You are just paying immensely exaggerated costs for the material.  Building your own chicken coop is worth the venture regardless of whether you’ve ever raised chickens before or not. There are many folks who pay out hundreds or even thousands purchasing a chicken coop before realizing they could have easily built their own for just a fraction of the price.

There are many factors in deciding what dimension and form of chicken coop you will build.  If you are making out a shopping list, consider the following items:

• Framing lumber 
The frame of the coop is most often made up of 2 x 3s or 2 x 4s. For a big walk-in coop’s structural floor beams and/or roof rafters, you may upgrade to 2 x 6s or 2 x 8s. Skids or support posts can be heavy 4 x 4s.  Use a naturally rot-resistant wood like cedar, redwood, or tropical hardwoods and infuse with pesticides.  They have to be treated to prevent moisture build up in the coop which could cause your chickens to get sick. In a moist environment, the disease could easily spread.

• Plywood
For floors, protective walls, and covering roofs, sheet lumber are generally used. Oriented strand board or T1-11 paneling may be a good substitute. 

• Roofing Shingles 
Safeguard your completed chicken coop with roofing shingles made of asphalt.  Fiberglass or corrugated roofing panels of metal can be used to cover or protect your chicken from the intense heat of the sun.  The addition of shingles to the roof will keep your chickens warm and dry.

• Wire mesh 
Most chicken coops have runs enclosed in heavy-gauge wire mesh. Use the recommended size of 25mm x 25mm x 2mm wire mesh.  It can also be used to cover windows, vents, or other openings in the shelter and make them predator-proof.   If your chicken coop is on the ground, you may bury the wire mesh up to 1.6 feet to prevent predators from digging under the fence. 

• Nails or screws 
In all chances, you will need both nails and screws for different steps of building your coop.  There are times where a nail basically won’t do a screw job, and the screw will do the nail’s job. Choose fastener that suits your building application and your coop’s weather conditions. Special roofing nails are required for shingled roofs.

• Fencing staples 
Use U-shaped nails to lock wire mesh in place.

• Insulation:
Use insulation for a comfortable coop for the chickens. Keeping the chickens warm is very important to keep them healthy. There are several insulating materials that best fits your chicken coop like nylon, polyethylene, Styrofoam and fiber glass. You may also consider wood since it can absorb both heat and cold external conditions.    

If your chickens are not secure in their chicken coop, they will not be producing to their utmost potential. Learn the necessary information needed to construct a profitable chicken coop, and do not just strike some wood jointly, cover mesh around it, and think they’re good as done.  Regardless of what you use, as long as you meet your poultry needs, you will certainly have plenty of fresh eggs.

