How can I make my chicken coop and their run smell better?

Raising chickens require lots of time and efforts. This is where you invest money and hoping to have better profit in return. You can earn from chicken meat or from its egg production. But there are several concerns to be addressed along the way. One of the challenges to cope with is neutralizing the odor.

The unpleasant part in poultry production is dealing with the odor. More often than not, the chicken coop is filled with manure, fallen feathers, and squandered feeds in a short period of time. This is something that should be dealt with seriously. The foul odor produces as by-product of poultry farming is not only irritating to human but also for chicken. Disregarding this issue will surely cause a headache.   

Here are some effective ways to prevent bad odor spreading in your poultry area:

• Have straw or pine shavings for the floor.
Spread all over the area or chicken coop base. Straw or pine provides a fresh scent when it is first laid down. 
It also gives a warm and fluffy feeling in the area. The fresh scent also comes with easy maintenance and cleanup.
 
•	Ensure proper chicken to coop area ratio.
Although there is no exact ratio for chicken to coop are but then the recommended ratio is one chicken per three square feet. Well, the bigger space -- the better. The same is true when it comes to neutralizing the smell. Providing sufficient space for chicken in the chicken coop will lessen the accumulation of odor-producing waste.  

•	Provide proper ventilation. 
You must have adequate room for ventilation. Proper exposure to air will prevent odor to pile-up and create a strong foul scent. Even a well-built chicken coop can still be damped, dimmed, and stank through lack of ventilation. If your coop has a very small opening, cut holes and cover them with chicken wire so that air can circulate better and cut back on odor. 

•	Check for stagnant water or any drainage problem.
Ensure that there is no drainage problem or stuck water in any area. Check the top and openings for leaks and seal them up to prevent water from developing dank and foul-smelling. This will also prevent mosquitoes to plague in your poultry area.

•	Use wood shavings for bedding and floor covering. 
These will absorb moist from chicken manure, waste water and feeds. The animal bedding acts like cat litter, absorbing and coating the manure.  This keeps the smell down and the flies away just like we want. Change it once a week or as needed to get rid of residual smells from chicken manure, dampness and rotten food.  

•	Apply deep litter concept. 
Control your coop's floor litter or deep litter well and you can create low-smell warm coop. This lessens maintenance routine and harvest compost at the end of the year. The deep litter concept uses bacteria to heat and break down the incoming manure so it remains virtually odorless, environment-friendly and source of fertilizer. You need not do any cleaning for at least six months and can stay good for up to 12 months. However, routine monitoring is advised.

The efforts you exerted in neutralizing the smell of your poultry area will definitely lead to significant productivity.
