Tips to Find a Good Chicken Coop Design

Keeping chickens is simple, anybody can do it. But keeping them in top shape is certainly challenging. One of the difficult parts is selecting the perfect chicken coop. The desire for appropriate chicken coop that can keep your chickens protected, comfortable and productive should be a top priority. There are lots of designs to choose that can be suitable for your chicken size, location and other factors. 

Finding the appropriate chicken coop design can be tedious. There are things you need to seriously consider. Here are some design considerations for your chicken coop: 
· Space Dimensions 
The rough dimension needed for each bird inside the coop is 4 square feet.  For the outside run, only about 16 square feet has to be planned. This dimension will help you calculate the area and will help you select a good location. While you have already selected the area, through this dimension, you can identify how many chickens you can keep.
· Security
Secure your chickens from possible predators in the area. Chicken meat is a favorite meal not only of people but of other carnivorous creatures such as rats, dogs, snakes, foxes. As predators, they would break through all possibilities to attack. Therefore, they would need a good, strong, predator-proof run any time of the day. They have to be secured or else you cannot rest thinking that your chickens might have been attacked by these predators, especially at night time. Their house must be a safe haven. Thus, your coop must be designed having a solid lumber and to bury outside runs with chicken wire all around the coop about 1 foot deep. This will prevent the entry of these unwelcome guests. 
· Weather
Coop design must be able to tolerate any weather conditions, to ensure the protections of your flock in your particular location. Windows and doors have to be built that can be opened and closed when needed. 
· Food & Water
Chicken feeders and watersheds should be placed where they can have easy access. But access is not the only thing to be considered but we know how chickens eat, and food and water can be all over your coop because of their scratching. To prevent this, feeders and watersheds must be placed at the height of the back of the chicken, so they need to stretch their necks to eat and cannot be reached by their feet. 
· Light Source
Ensure to install the chicken coop windows where they will receive direct sunlight throughout the day, this will give a well-ventilated during the hot months and a good source of light and warmth for your chickens during cold months.
· Ventilation
Coop should be designed to keep and protect the chickens from predators and bad weather but proper ventilation is still required. Chickens need fresh air and oxygen just like humans. Thus, it is important to have free air movement within the coop that would also take away put up of ammonia and moisture that may grow inside its walls. Chicken coop walls must be insulated as this keeps the chicken dry. And if they are dry, they can manage cold weather.
Once you have studied these factors in deciding which coop design suits your requirement, then you can start building your chicken coop.  

