How to Keep Predators Away From My Chicken Coop
One of the primary concerns in poultry raising is how to keep predators away from the chicken coop. The vulnerability of chickens to predators can lead to the profit loss. This is something that should be taken seriously by poultry farmers.
There are several predators that can cause problems to your chickens like snakes, rats, hawks, dogs, owls and other bewildering animals. These predators are just waiting for the chance to take something inside your chicken coop. The lack of safety preparations in your chicken coop can be a great advantage for predators to have a bountiful feast. 
There are effective ways to keep predators away from your chicken coop:
· Have a well-constructed chicken coop.
This is your primary line of defense. You have to take time in preparing the blueprint and quality of materials for chicken coop. It is best to design your chicken coop high enough for land animals to reach but still conveniently accessible for feeding and other maintenance tasks. Also, invest in materials to be used in the chicken coop. It should be in high quality and chicken-friendly. You can use hardwood that is permeated with pesticides, rabbit wire,  chain link and other popular chicken material that are tested for durability and reliability.
· Elevate the chicken coop off the ground.
Raise a certain level of height from the ground to the base of your chicken coop. This should be high enough to prevent rats, dogs, fox and other animals to reach. However, maintain a level that can still be accessible for feeding, cleaning and other daily routine. It is advisable to have 3 to 4 feet distance from the coop base to the ground. If you intend to go higher, you may have a portable ramp for use in your poultry routine.
· Install proper lightings around the coop.
This is not optional but compulsory. This is essential especially during night time. Several nocturnal predators are just waiting for darkness and take advantage of the situation. With proper lighting surrounding you coop, predators will be hesitant to attack and become visible in case they will attempt to strike. Motion-sensor lighting is a great addition for enhanced protection.
· Maintain cleanliness around the area.
This is one of the effective ways to avoid insects, pests and other bugs. The existence of compost pile and food scraps will certainly catch the attention of these harmful pests to plague the chicken coop area. Although these insects, pests and bugs seem to be very small but then they have the ability to multiply in a short period of time. They are excellent carriers of chicken diseases and deadly viruses. Make sure that cleaning schedule is properly complied and cleanliness in the surrounding is emphasized.
The effectiveness of these ways to keep predators away from your chicken coop depends on the implementation. Caretakers should be aware and properly oriented with the importance of these methods to be observed consistently. Bear in mind that it only takes few minutes for predators to strike and leave you with several damages.
    

