What are the Main Criteria for Building Chicken Coop?

A chicken coop is vital in the overall health and productivity of chickens. For egg production, it is the nesting place for egg-laying and perches on which these chickens can sleep. Thorough preparations have to be done in building a chicken coop. It can be done through research and asking for experts advises. Several factors have to be seriously considered to attain success. 
To help you with building a chicken coop, here are the main criteria you need to consider:
· Suitable location for the chicken coop 
Firstly, you must have the right location for your chicken coop. It can even be in your backyard or any place, depending on how many chickens you intend to raise and housed in a chicken coop. It should have easy access to food and water, has good ventilation and enough light. Make sure that your hens have some shade when it is hot, somewhere dry when it rains, and some direct sunlight for when it is just right. 
· Appropriate materials available for use
When it comes to building a house for them, chickens are not picky about the look. Rather, the main considerations are whether the chicken coop is dry, clean and dark. You, then, need to choose materials that will keep out the weather and any possible predators. Windows with well-built net coverings on both sides would allow cross-ventilation. Doors have to be considered to make it easier to get into the chicken house and collect eggs or clean. Chicken houses should have a thick layer of hay or wood shavings covering the ground. Keep nesting boxes well supplied with fresh hay to encourage egg-laying. Make sure that no dampness can seep up from under the hen house. You may need to use a concrete base or build the hen house up on stilts to keep out the moisture. 
· Proper size of the chicken coop 
The number of chickens you intend to have will decide how big their house should be. Make provision for individual nesting boxes and enough perching spaces to house all of your chickens. There should be adequate room for them all to flutter and move about. Chickens tend to be more at ease laying eggs in smaller nesting boxes. This puts off chickens from kicking off the straws out of the box and at the same time stinking their nest. 
· Water & Electricity 
Chickens need clean water as much as they need it for their food. Thus, chicken coop must be close to water resources. Electricity in the chicken coops is essential as these chickens must have enough light as it affects egg-laying hens. 
· Proper drainage system
Waste materials like mud formation, chicken manure, and food wastage can bring about germs and bacteria that would be the source of health problems with chicken. Frequent clean up and using metal sheets for your drainage will prevent this occurrence. 
A suitable chicken coop caters proper comfort to the chickens. Chicken layers need a safe, comfortable, conducive and healthy environment. These are expected if you want lots of lovely, fresh eggs every day! 
